
MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, December 21, 2025, 10:30 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Welcome and Greeting - Pastor Mark

Prelude:  "Go, Tell It on the Mountain" (Spiritual, arr. Larry Sue) - Barb/Ringers

Opening Sentences - Roger

Hymn 92:  "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" - DeeAnn et al.

Opening Prayer - Roger

Lighting of the Advent Candles:  The Candle of Love - Tom and Marsha

Anthem:  "The Winter Rose" (Joseph M. Martin) - Barb/Marsha/Justin/Jerry/DeeAnn/Choir

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts - Pastor Mark

Doxology (Hymn 563) - DeeAnn et al.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) - Pastor Mark

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 1:18-25 - Rachel
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been engaged to

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph,

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  All this took

place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear

a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’  When Joseph awoke from sleep,

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her

until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Sermon:  "ROSE-COLORED LENS" - Pastor Mark

Hymn 133:  "Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming" - DeeAnn et al.

Benediction - Pastor Mark

Benediction Response 133 (v. 2):  "Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming" - DeeAnn et al.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.  To show God’s

love aright, she bore to men a Savior, when half spent was the night.

Greet One Another - All

Participants:  Rev. Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Barb and Jerry Fuller, Tom and Marsha Hacker,
Roger Kennedy, Rachel Gehres, Justin Stephens, Chancel Choir, Mayflower Ringers








